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and protected the Turks, whilst the Caliph's mother and the
" Vizier of the Caliph* s mother " favoured the negro battalions.
The Arabic sources make it plain that the Queen Mother
made the black troops ts her special concern ". Having herself
originally been brought to Court as a black slave, she did
everything upon coming to power to reinforce and augment
the existing regiments of men of her own race.1 The sources
state that the Caliph's mother was the cause of the
augmentation of the black regiments, and that e * her fondness
for this race was well known 3r.2
Her object was obviously to strengthen her power at
home by employing the black troops as her own bodyguard
and as an instrument of her policy and power.3
This explains the specific function of Abu Sacd. As " the
Vizier of the Queen Mother", he had to aid her in the
attainment of her political and military ends. For she
required co-workers and assistants in the prosecution of
her slave policy. And who could have been more suitable for
this office than Abu Saed, the Purveyor to the Court, who had
the necessary capital at his disposal, with all the requisite
experience and connections, and who was, in addition, the
Queen Mother's former master, to whom she owed all her
power and in whom she consequently had every confidence ?
Upon his appointment as ee her " vizier, and in the political
advancement that followed, his principal duties were connected
with the execution of the political and military policy of his
mistress.
It is obvious that the growth in the power of the blacks could
only be viewed with apprehension by the Turks. The conflict
between both -military bodies was therefore inevitable. The
i Jbn Muyasaar. 13, 18;   14, 4.
1 Jfogrfzi, I, 355 ; also Ibn Taghribirdi^ ii, 1S3, 19, speaks of ^1 Jx*
^Ji ^.rriT tl. Maqr., i, 335: t-r-4-J I-** £ W^J "^-V^J-
* The Caliph's mother had a bodyguard of her own, numbering more
than 50,000 (Ibn Muyassar, 35, 8). She also attended to the purchase of
the black slaves (Ibn Muyassar* 13-14), and according to Maqrizi, i, 355,
" she had them bought everywhere."

